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years be completely exempt from all taxes imposed
in Holland or Brabant, and from half the taxes estab-
lished for Zealand. Besides this the heads of the
factory were once more to be recognized as alone
competent to pronounce judgment in civil suits
between Hanseatics residing in the Low Countries.
On their part, however, the Hanseatics would have to
submit to the necessities of warfare. Further, full
latitude was conceded to them in the matter of
re-exportation of their goods, unless imperious need
opposed this, in which case they should receive current
prices for their merchandise.

That these promises were ill kept, and that the
factory, scarcely born, was rapidly nearing its end,
is proved by the complaints addressed in 1581
and 1582, to the city of Liibeck by its represen-
tatives residing at the factory of Antwerp. They
pointed out how money was absolutely wanting in the
establishment; that the Hanseatics, resident and
non-resident, did not pay the contributions promised ;
that the Spaniards harassed them, and rendered
their indebted position yet more difficult; that they
had no means of enforcing payment, and that if any
one city, or private person did pay, it was out of
pity. Then followed complaints of certain cities,
especially of Cologne, which sent merchandise to
foreign agents. The document further states that
the rooms, cellars, and storehouses of the factory were
quite empty ; that the imposition or rather the faithful
payment of some of the various taxes had to be taken
into serious consideration ; and that as the canal duties
in Zealand were always rising in price, contrary to